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halting TRiO’s funding are afraid to admit that TRiO is 
even the least bit successful. 
A hopeful attitude will see that Walsh’s (2011) article 
positions itself between the two binaries—although it still 
leans toward effectiveness. It attempts to take a third-party 
view of TRiO, and critique it at face value. Although 
TRiO needs more studies like Walsh’s, it also needs more 
studies like Haskins and Rouse’s (2013). TRiO must know 
where it is failing in order for it to attempt to get better. 
Inasmuch, TRiO needs a clearer understanding of best 
practices in order to meet the shifting demographic that is 
expected to arrive by 2060. 
Conclusion
 It has become increasingly apparent that the landscape of 
education is changing at an intensely rapid pace. There is 
the growing population of underrepresented minorities as 
well as President Obama’s potential measure to make the 
first two years of higher education free for all United States 
Citizens. For the past 50 years, TRiO has been working 
to change this climate, but it also becomes imperative that 
TRiO changes with the climate. As new needs in educa-
tion develop, new goals develop as well. TRiO’s evolution 
will fit those goals if, and only if, an honest dialectic is 
formed around its effectiveness, and how that very effec-
tiveness can improve.
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LETTER FROM  
THE EDITOR
Thank You
This issue is a tribute to the amazing students, faculty, staff, and alumni that makes the College so success-
ful. From humble beginnings, the COE is now a leader in 
education.
Colleagues would not be possible without the dedication of 
a small group of people that has made it an award-winning 
publication. My heartfelt thanks goes to Lisa Tennant,  
the designer and illustrator of this issue, who has been 
working on the magazine for 10 years. Next Paige Leland, 
a GVSU senior, has been integral in writing and editing 
for this issue.
There are many writ-
ers that contribute 
to Colleagues, but in 
particular Dr. Roger 
Wilson has been a 
constant and excel-
lent feature writer for 
the magazine. I am 
immensely grateful 
for all of his work.
We finish our 50th  
celebration with this issue, but our next issue will reflect on 
ten years of Colleagues as a magazine.  If you are interested 
in writing a piece, please email me at pelonc@gvsu.edu 
with your proposal. 
Clayton Pelon 
Editor-in-Chief
1
Pelon: Letter From the Editor: Thank You
Published by ScholarWorks@GVSU, 2015
